
Wayne County Housing Consortium Meeting Minutes
Monday, November 25, 2024 at 1:00pm via Zoom

Attended: Donna Johnson, Jessica McCall, Amaris Elliot-Engel, John Nadig, Katherine Schneider, Amy Haskins, Angela Tirado, Christine Gedney, David Englert, Dr. Eli Levine, Evonne Pomeranz, John Wiltse, Matt Halverson, Natalia Lopuchowycz, Paul Walters, Rovert Weaver, Olivia Christman, Susan Kwik, Tami Sprague, Wanda Felix, Brian Pincelli, Sarah Simson, Paul Towsley, Sharon MacDougall

1) Review of August Minutes 

2) 2025 Winter Point-In-Time Count
· Volunteers Needed for Winter PIT – January 29, 2025, 2024 – Finger Lakes Community Action Program – Rob Weaver will be the lead for Wayne County. 
· If you’re interested in volunteering, please reach out to Rob Weaver at Robert.weaver@waynecap.org

3) Agency Updates
· Finger Lakes Community Action Program 
· Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP) – Three applications received/funded – Finger Lakes CAP – Emmanuel United Methodist Church in Newark – Catholic Charities of the Finger Lakes
· Catholic Charities of the Finger Lakes – Received funding for past due rent or mortgage. Restrictions and qualifications apply. For more information, please reach out to Catholic Charities
· Finger Lakes CAP – Received funding for their transitional housing
· Emmanuel United Methodist Church – Received funding for their Lunch Program
· Safe Homes – New program stated October 1 – Program currently has a 2-year waitlist 
· Qualifications include: 
a. 55 and older or any age if disability
b. Resident of Wayne, Ontario, or Livingston
c. Income restrictions apply – HEAP Income guidelines are followed 
· For more information about the Safe Homes program (offering free health and safety home repairs and personal accessibility/adaptability modifications), please contact Wanda Felix or Jessica Kline @ (315) 333-4155 ext 3120. Thank you!
· Wayne County Partnership
· Food Distribution continues – December 16 date has been cancelled – working to schedule dates for January-June
· Food Security Coalition 
· Meetings have been monthly but will be moving to bi-monthly in 2025
· Next meeting scheduled for December 5th at Cornell Cooperative Extension in Newark
· Wayne County Adult Protective Services 
· Continue to see a rise in the homeless population.
· Rooming house in Lyons was condemned so this also created an increase in the homeless population
· FLACRA
· SAMHSA Grants for the Benefits of Homeless Individuals (GBHI) – Second year of grant term started October 1, 2024
· Provides Case Management and Peer support for homeless individuals within Ontario, Seneca, Wayne, and Yates County
· Attorney General’s Office 
· Assistance could be provided if there are patterns of landlords performing discriminatory acts – this could include income discrimination
· Assistance could be provided if landlords are not following housing standards - this could include following lead protocols
· There must be a pattern identified
· SoldierOn 
· Any homeless or at risk homeless veterans please refer to their hotline 1-866-406-8449
· Family Promise of Wayne County
· Continue to assist families
· Roof Over Their Heads (R.O.T.H) program going well – funding still available
· Pathstone – 
· Home Repair Grant - Waitlist beginning to come down. Hoping to open the waitlist in the new year.
· Wayne County Planning submitted an application for CBDG funds –Pathstone will be a sub recipient if this is awarded to Wayne County Planning
· Farm worker housing – requires eligibility criteria set by the Department of Labor. For more information please contact John Wiltse at jwiltse@pathstone.org
· Paul Towsley can assist individuals with USDA applications. For more information please reach out to Paul at ptowsley@pathstone.org
· Wayne County Landlord grant – specific for landlords that receive Section 8 to make repairs and bring housing up to standard. To apply for the Wayne County Landlord grant, please contact the Housing Council, 585-546-3700, dial 0 and ask for Trisha Isaman.
· Wayne County Veterans Services – If you have a Veteran in need of assistance please reach out to John Nadig. 
· LawNY 
· Have had a significant amount of housing discrimination calls
· In the process of holding some presentations – looking for input from other agencies – Fair housing – your rights as a tenant Monroe and Ontario in person. Also need to do best practices from helping housing choice voucher holders prevent housing discrimination. Please reach out for more information. 
· LawNY Fair Housing hotline: 866-671-FAIR(3247)
· We also provide civil legal services in a variety of areas such as eviction prevention, healthcare - including health plan navigation services, government benefits - including assisting folks with enrolling in benefits, consumer protection, reentry related services, and other civil legal services. Each practice area may have different limitations but never hurts to get in touch with us

Next Meeting: February 24, 2025 @ 1:00 via Zoom
